
Meeting between Cambridge City Council (CCC), Conservators of the River Cam &  Camboaters: 25th January 2008
Location: Guildhall, 10am to 11am

Present: Alistair Wilson (AW), Julie Durrant (JD), Dr Pip Noon (PN), Adrian Hoyes (AH), Rob King (RK), Zoë Trent (ZT) 

	AGENDA ITEM
	
	ACTION

	Stourbridge Common Water point

	Luther Philips has raised some issues with CCC about the new water point on Stourbridge common.
SAFETY: Luther Philips has expressed some concerns to the council about safety at the water point because it is close to a bend. He would like to see Camcon put up some signs to raise awareness. Everyone agreed that it was mainly the rowers that needed to be made aware. PN was against putting up too many signs at this stage because of overkill but she did say she would look very closely at any increase in incidents as a result.
SIGNS: CCC have not put up any signs because they did not want to draw attention to the water point as they thought this may encourage vandalism. Camboaters thought it was unlikely that signs would make any difference to vandals.

It was agreed that a ‘tap sign’ would be put on the water point so that boats on the river would be able to see they were approaching the water point. 
STEPS: Camboaters said steps at the water point would be helpful as people sometimes fill up containers rather that taking their boats to the water point and at the moment the bank is slippery and dangerous. CCC said that they had not intended for the water point to be used by people filling up containers and they could not legally just put in steps because they would have to then provide disabled access and so would have to also put in a ramp. CCC felt disappointed that these issues were coming up now after much initial consultation.  AW said they would however look into putting in a ramp.
	CCC


	2 Notice Boards
	Camboaters said that they had discussed in their committee meeting (on 23rd January) about notice boards and increasing communication. They also said they had agreed to put money into funding two notice boards (up to £250 each).

WATER POINT NOTICE BOARD: Camboaters said they would like one of these notice boards at the new water point. PN said that as this is on CCC land that would be the responsibility of the CCC. AW said the council would be willing to fund the rest of the notice board but would have to look into the best location for it.
THE PLOUGH NOTICE BOARD: PN said she would ask the Plough if they would have a notice board on their land.
	CCC

PN

	3 Cam Clean-up
	The Cam clean-up will take place on 15th March.
Camboaters said that Mark Rogers is having a meeting with ENCAMS.

CCC suggested Camboaters could apply for money from ‘Sustainable Cities’ and to let them know if anything was needed from the council (e.g. last year the council supplied bin bags).
	

	4 Grab chains/ropes
	JD said that one of the recommendations of the Scrutiny Committee was that boaters needed to provide grab chains or ropes from their boats for safety reason. ZT said that she had ropes hanging off her boat with tyres on the riverside and it was thought that this would be sufficient. However, JD will put together some guidelines about what form these should take and give Camboaters and Camcon an opportunity to comment.
	JD

	5 The 48 hour moorings
	CCC thinks that the 48 hour moorings are being abused and that non-licence holders are the main problem. Currently a boat can moor for 48 hours and may not return within 24 hours. CCC are proposing to change this to no return within 7 days.
PN pointed out that this may affect some hire boats (e.g. from Bridge Boat Yard). However, JN and AH felt that they would know which were Bridge Boat yard boats anyway.
GOBA are also being consulted about this proposed change.

Everyone in the meeting felt that this change was acceptable.
	

	6 Waiting List
	JD stated that the Council were disappointed that they received correspondence from Andy Rankin (Camboaters Secretary) saying that the Council had ignored the issue of the length of time someone should have to take up their place on the river. However, ZT and RK explained that the committee had discussed the issue at the latest committee meeting and had agreed that 3 months is reasonable as long as there was flexibility (ie if someone had shown that they really were serious but couldn’t move their new boat in time etc).  JD pointed out that in the mooring policy review meeting in December they had already said that they would take individual circumstances into account. CCC want to make sure the mooring spaces are being used and are generating income.
ZT asked CCC to clarify how the waiting list now works with particular regard to widebeams.
AW explained that it is now strictly chronological and the priority waiting list and other waiting lists have now been merged. When someone with a widebeam gets to the top of the waiting list they will stay at the top of the waiting list until a widebeam space becomes available and the narrowboat spaces will be offered to the next person on the waiting list. If someone who is a current narrowboat licence holder wants to ‘upgrade’ to a widebeam they also need to join the waiting list and wait there turn.
	

	7 Reviews
	RK stated that Camboaters did not see the need for yearly reviews of the mooring policy since the survey had shown that people generally want it left alone.

CCC said that there were still problems with it and because of this the reviews would continue but did envisage there not being a need for such frequent reviews at some point in the future. 
	

	8 Mooring Rings
	AW explained it was not simple to put in mooring rings because of cost, planning permission, VAT liability and because it could make all boaters subject to council tax. However, the issue is being investigated.
	CCC

	9 Re-applying for licences
	RK asked CCC about the need for everyone to keep applying for licences. AW said that it would be easier this year with a check-list so that licence holders could tick boxes if anything had changed. AW also said that they were hoping that licence holders would be able to send in their signed policies rather than coming to the Council offices to sign but this is not confirmed yet. 
	

	10 AOB
	Baits Bite Lock: PN said that the gear box at Baits Bite Lock needs replacing and that there would be a closure in February or March. There will be a 14 day notice period and PN will email the Camboaters Committee to let them know as soon as a date had been decided.

World Rivers Day: PN said it is World Rivers Day on 28th September and suggested Camboaters may like to be involved. CCC said there may be money available from the area committee. Camboaters said may be a good day to have Boat Open Day and would talk to rest of Committee and Members for suggestions.

Camcon has a new chairman – John Adams.
	PN

ZT and RK
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