
Camboaters Community Association.

Minutes of meeting:23rd November 2004

Apologies for absence from: Luther Phillips and Monica Guy.

Meeting opened: 8.00 pm.

Item 1: Reports on meetings with (a) City Council and (b) County Councils and (c) Professor Michael Chisholm (Chairman on the Conservators of the River Cam).

(a) Robin Cocker reports on the meeting with John Roebuck (Head of Parks and Recreation) and Liz Bisset ( Director of Community Services) of the City Council on the 25th October 2004.

The main findings of the meeting are that the City Council are in the process of devising a questionnaire to investigate the expectations and needs of all river users and use this to help write a mooring policy for residential (and other) boats. They will target boat owners, fishermen and rowers. They will commence distributing it in January at the beginning of the next academic term. They assured us their timetable for consultation and actually writing the mooring policy is in line with them being able to present it to the Cam Conservators at their April meeting. 

The City Council are also liasing with the Cam Conservancy and County Councils to help write the mooring policy.

Facilities they are going to address are rubbish disposal and the different methods of paying for mooring eg. Per boat. They are also going to investigate the different options for the validity of mooring permits eg. For the whole river or particular sections. 

John Roebuck expressed the sentiment that vehicles on the common cause great concern for local residents and has received complaints about this. However, they will consider the issue of access with regard to boats having coal delivered and suggested boats using the area of railing below the Elizabeth Way bridge at the bottom of Abbey Rd to receive deliveries.

It is noted that John Roebuck will be the official contact between Camboaters and the City Council.

(b) Mike Smith reports on meeting with Alistair Frost (Project Officer) and Gareth Guest (Engineer) of the County Council on the 27th October 2004.

The main findings of the meeting are that the County Council do not own the wall along Riverside so cannot accept a charge for mooring along that stretch of water. They maintain the wall because it holds up the road, which they are responsible for maintaining under the division of Highways. They own the road, the pavement and the railings. 

The County Council do not encourage boats to moor along the stretch of river below the railings. They made clear that if too many displaced boats moved to the railings after a mooring policy has been introduced and they thought there was too much of a safety risk (eg. Boat owners climbing over the railings) they would not hesitate to act and review the issue of mooring there.

In addition, under the Highways act, the County Council have the power to enforce a no mooring policy along the river in close proximity of the new cycle bridge that is to be erected over the river in that area next year. They will review this and make decisions nearer the time.

It is noted that Alistair Frost is the representative of the County Council with whom Camboaters can liase in the future. He requested more information on how many boats Camboaters represent, in particular those who moor along the railings. He is keen to see feedback to our questionnaire.

Alistair Frost, speaking hypothetically about the implications of installing permanent moorings on the wall, said that initially the wall would have to be surveyed below the water line by divers who would check the base of the wall. Other information found was that the wall was originally built in 1956 by the Borough of Cambridge ( now the County Council). The plans were drawn up by the River Great Ouse Catchment Board. 

It is noted that Alistair Frost will be the official contact between Camboaters and the County Council.

(c) Robin Cocker reports on the meeting with Professor Chisholm (Chairman of the Conservators of the River Cam) on the 28th October 2004.

The main findings of the meeting are that, should funding become available, the Cam Conservancy would be open to Camboaters using some of their land for a mooring facility. With reference to opening up the area of towpath on the city side of Baits Bite lock to mooring, the Cam Conservancy would need to renegotiate current fishing agreements before they could offer this as an option.

Professor Chisholm suggested that Camboaters should be striving for something more than a mooring policy, for example encouraging the Council to widen the river to provide extra mooring space. He shared that there is an Act of Parliament, passed in 1996, that gives the City Council the power to develop and re-design the commons in a context that is ancillary to the common good. Professor Chisholm also made reference to the 10yr future plan for the river (that can be seen at the city planning office) though expressed the sentiment that there is more emphasis on future use of the river rather than how the river will be managed and maintained.

Item 2: report from Secretary on letters to Geoff Facer and the University and City rowing clubs.

In response to a letter sent to Geoff Facer announcing the Camboaters Community Association he has accepted the invitation to attend a committee meeting. The date agreed is the 7th December meeting.

With regard to the letters sent to the rowing clubs, response was received from Dick Price-Smith who is the secretary of a rowing club. He expressed his interest in attending the coming Camboaters meetings.

Item 3: Code of Conduct.

The committee and members suggest ideas for a Code of Conduct for residential boaters.

Linsey: not to run engines between 8pm and 8am in line with the code of conduct practised on some British Waterways marinas.

Richard: need to consider times that are practical for those who work long hours and cannot always run their engine between these times.

Toni: there should be reference to the speed at which boats travel up and down the river.

Mark: that all boats should have adequate lighting arrangement for travelling on the water in the dark.

Chair: that noise levels shouldn’t cause annoyance to those in the near vicinity ( as stated in byelaws)

With reference to noise levels, James notes that coaches should not be verbally communicating with rowing boats from the bank before 7am.

Suggestions: 

Chair: that CCA note down all the boats who need to install the correct navigation light system and find out the exact rules and regulations regarding navigation lights on rivers.

Toni- that we include the relevant byelaws and regulations regarding code of conduct issues in the newsletter for the community to read.

Mark to investigate the exact rules and regulations for the use of navigation lights on the river.

Fairburn Cup Races – Mark shares the details of the races with the committee and suggests that no boats moor alongside the swimming pool during the 2nd and 3rd Dec when the races are on.

Item 4: Membership

(a) Membership numbers 

To date these are:

14 Full members

3 associate members

1 junior member.

Richard presents membership details list that can be shared with the community that includes member names, boat name, contact numbers and type of membership.

Membership forms and contacts list are passed over to Secretary to start a members database.

Suggestion: 

Linsey – to set up a facility so members can pay and join online.

Lisa agrees to investigate this further and if possible set this up.

(b) Update on discounts.

Richard: nothing new to report, will continue to investigate this further.

Suggestion:

Mike – that membership cards act as discount cards in shops 

Committee offer to investigate further discounts for members:

Adam – to ask in bike shops around town and drinks at APU.

Toni – to ask local coal merchants.

Emma – to ask in Loveys Marina and Ely Chandlery

Ali – to ask in Arjuna for shop discount

Linsey – to ask in CB2 

Toni – to ask in coffee shop on Chesterton Road.

(c) Incentives for joining Camboaters.

Committee discuss ways of encouraging people to join Camboaters. 

Suggestions:

Mike - that we keep the list of discounts and services off the website and make it accessible for members only as an incentive for joining.

Chair to work with Mike and make a list of benefits for joining.

(d) Membership cards.

Linsey presents various membership card designs on behalf of John. Each are business card sized and contain information about the Association. 

Chair tables motion that to save on printing costs we laminate good quality card. Committee vote in favour with majority of 9 votes.

Chair proposes that the committee decide upon one design now to be used as the official Camboaters membership card by ticking the design they like best to which there are no objections.

Committee pass around designs and vote in the design showing the ducks.

Committee discuss and agree on the information that will be written on the membership card, which is as follows:

Name

Association email

Website address

Expiry date

Logo

Status of membership

***********************BREAK*********************

Chair moves agenda straight to item 13: Any other issues to discuss the letters received by the wide beam boats currently moored on Midsummer Common.

Lisa presents a copy of the letter she has received from Geoff Facer on behalf of the Cam Conservancy and passes it round for the committee to read. The contents explain that she is in breach of the mooring policy applicable to Midsummer Common which came into effect on October 1st and has 21 days to move to another area.

Chair proposes we request further details from Archer and Archer to clarify whether the deferred ban is still applicable.

Lisa received an email from Geoff Facer to say that the policy has come in that now prohibits wide beam boats from mooring on Midsummer Common.

Suggestions

Robin – go back to minutes of last Cam Conservancy meeting and consult with Cam Conservancy to see whether it is the whole paragraph of the mooring policy that has been deferred or just the part of the paragraph that refers to narrow boats.

Lisa and Robin to write a letter to the Cam Conservancy asking them to say on what basis they have written the letters and to explain the situation clearly.

Ali – represents the sentiment held on Stourbridge that the Reverse the Ban campaign was aimed specifically at Midsummer Common moorings and suggests we maintain the stance of questioning whether there truly is a navigation issue on behalf of all boaters.

Adam – find out what the exact situation of mooring on Stourbridge is.

Mike proposes that we investigate how we can encourage the Cam Conservancy to revise their policy on navigation.

Suggestions: 

Mark – Luther can request it as an item on the agenda for the next Cam Conservancy meeting.

Chair – collect evidence to present at the next Cam Conservancy meeting.

Mark – measure the river along Stourbridge to find the exact width of navigation that is available.

Ali – collate all the information.

Ali to collect evidence and present it at a future meeting before the Cam Conservancy meeting.

Toni to direct ‘evidence’ to Ali from other sources along the river.

Chair – we can represent all boaters from now on, primarily those who join the CCA and the way all boaters can show support is by becoming members.

Item 5: Contact details.

Richard presents list of members and their details to be shared with the community. 

Chair proposes that a revised list is drawn up and sent out by the treasurer quarterly or whenever 3 or more members join. 

Committee vote in favour (8 votes)

Item 6: Events

Emma reports on forthcoming Camboaters events. 

Bowling package – Emma to choose date and distribute details to Luther for the newsletter and put fliers on boats.

Emma to choose date for Camboaters Christmas drinks and distribute this information to other boats and to Luther.

Lisa to amend the dates for bowling and drinks on the website when they are confirmed.

Item 7: Report on Children In Need.

Alix reports on Children in Need event and shares that the total raised was in excess of £360 that has been paid into the Children in Need account. Pictures can be found on the website and a press release and picture has been sent to the Cambridge Evening News.

Items 8 – 12 will be addressed at the next meeting.

Meeting closed: 10.10pm
