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17 August 2005

Dear CCA Member

The Camboaters Community Association is nearly one year old! Since our inaugural meeting, on 20 September 2004, much has happened:

· Many entertaining and informative newsletters 

· Our fantastic website has grown into a professional and accurate source of information for our members and the public (www.camboaters.co.uk) 

· Lobbying of the Council and Conservancy to ensure our community can survive and prosper 

· Further postponement of the ban on Midsummer Common mooring by the Conservancy 

· The decision by the Council to carry out consultations regarding a mooring policy and its subsequent decision to produce and implement such a policy by April 2006 

· Great Cam Clean-up days 

· The Cambridge Open Boat Day and River Festival 

If you'd like to see the CCA become stronger, or if you feel you'd like your views represented more accurately or persistently in the second year, I'd encourage you to think carefully about who you think would be perfect for the various roles on the committee, to make nominations, and to come to the AGM and vote. I'd also encourage you to renew your membership and to make an effort to ensure the new committee hears your views over the next year.

Whether you welcome the Council's new mooring policy and charges or not, 2006 will be a key year for the boating community in Cambridge. I believe the CCA must maintain momentum and keep the pressure on the Council to implement a fair policy. Our community needs a voice to pursue issues such as licence fees, licence transfer, licence numbers and mooring space - all issues that the Council currently refuse to discuss. They say there will be opportunities to review these details when the scheme is up and running.

On a more positive note, the Council has stated they wish to reinvest a proportion of the licence revenue to improve the facilities available to boaters, starting with refuse collection and moving towards improved pump-out facilities and who-knows what else. Let's make sure they can't and don't forget about these things! 

We need your nominations for various committee roles. Nominations can be forwarded through any committee member, or sent to: CCA, PO BOX 53, Cambridge CB1 2WD.

Only CCA members are permitted to vote so if you aren't already a member, sign up now!
I'd like to thank all the CCA members for their support over the year. And I'm sure you'll all join me in thanking the members of the committee who have donated significant proportions of their own time to furthering the interests of the community as a whole. I'd also like to wish the next committee a successful year!

Robin Cocker
CCA Chairman 2004/05 
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